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Presentation of Colors 

American Legion 
Post 505 
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The Star Spangled Banner 
By Francis Scott Key 1814 

Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early light 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave 

PLEASE STAND AND REMOVE YOUR HATS…IN A LAND WHERE GOD AND COUNTRY ARE STILL HONORED 
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The Meaning of Each Fold 
 
 
Folds 1, 2 and 3 
 The first fold is a symbol of life. The second fold is a symbol of 

belief in eternal life. The third fold is in honor and remembrance 
of veterans who fought for the United States. 

 
Folds 4, 5 and 6 
 The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, signifying that we 

must trust in God for guidance in times of both war and peace. 
The fifth fold is a tribute to the United States. The sixth fold is for 
our hearts and devotion--with the United States of America. 

 
Folds 7, 8 and 9 
 The seventh fold is a tribute to the armed forces, because they 

protect our country. The eighth fold is for the one who went into 
the "valley of the shadow of death." The ninth fold is a tribute to 
the giving and nurturing nature of womanhood. 

 
Folds 10, 11 and 12 
 The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he gives children to 

defend the United States. The eleventh fold, dedicated to Jewish 
citizens, represents the bottom of the seal of King David and 
King Solomon. The twelfth fold, dedicated to Christian citizens, 
represents eternity and glorifies God. 

 
The Final Fold 

 When the flag is completely folded, the stars are reminding us of our 
nation's motto, "In God We Trust". After the flag is completely folded 

and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever 
reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George 

Washington, and the sailors and marines who served under Captain 
John Paul Jones. Those who were followed by their comrades and 

shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us 
the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today. 
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Pastor Norm Gullingsrud  
Opened us with prayer. 

Shawn Sirjord Halvorson kept us laughing  
      all night! 

Elwood Narum & Karie Whitson Kirschbaum 
share a special “thank you” with a bouquet 
of flowers went out to Audrey Felske for her 

many hours of hard work and total 
commitment to the mission:  that all alumni 
from Gary would have the time of their life… 

and we did! 



1878 

Saint Petri 

Old Log Church 

1st Church in Strand Township 
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1885 

1st School in Strand Township 

Martin and Regina Ysen by Homestead 7 



1885 

Mr.  & Mrs. Karl Knutson & Son Harry 

In front of the 1st Framed House in Strand Township 8 



1885-1889 

Reverend Ole Knudson Weium 

1st Minister of St. Pauli  

Lutheran Church 
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1889 

Saint Pauli Lutheran  

South Church 
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The 1356 

The First Northern Pacific Train to Run Through Gary 
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Northern Pacific Train Depot  

Gary, Minnesota 
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1886 

Gary Railway & Main Street 
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1886 

Northern Pacific Section House 14 



1886-1895 

John & Anna Marie Wallin & Family 

Lived in the Section House 15 



1886 

Founder of  

Gary, MN. 

Garrett L. 

Thorpe 
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WITH THE TRAIN CAME PROSPERITY… 

THE BUILDING OF A CITY 1890-1899 

 

1890 Main Street Gary 

Dewey Hotel (Center) 
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1896 

Gary Creamery  

Association 

Established 
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1899 Dewey Wedding Reception 

Thor Wermager & Serine Rasmusson 20 



1899 

Dewey Hotel 

Ole & Berthe Thronson 21 



1898 1st Swedish Cornet Band of Bear Park Township 

First Row: Oscar Henderson, J.O. Johnson, & Axel Johnson 
Second Row: August Groberg, Gustaf Johnson, & Joseph Lindell 

Third Row: Andrew Larson, Gust Johnson, Gust Groberg, Oscar Lindell, & Gust Henderson 22 



1899 

Main Street Gary 

Between 1st  & 2nd Avenue South 23 



1909 

Butter Tubs by the Railway 24 



Inside the Creamery 
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 Inside the Creamery 
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1900 2nd Avenue 

Between Main & Thorpe Street 
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Below: 1905 Gary School Building 

Gregor Moe of Gary 

Running for County 

Treasurer 
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1908 Thor Wermager Store 
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1915  

Ted & Oliver Rishof & Lewis Garden 

With Their Deer 32 



1905 Farmers State Bank of Gary 

Sivert Sundet (Left) & Nels K. Bagne (Right) 33 



Ox Cart Days – H.J. Vangen Carpenter Shop Float 
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1908 Kittleson Homestead 
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1910 

Oscar Thordal Garage & Livery Barn Established 
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1900 

Cargill, Monarch, Thorpe, and Great Western Elevators 
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1905 
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1900-1909 1st Avenue South 

Between Main & Thorpe Streets 
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1901 Gary Main Street 
42 



1901 First Gary Fire 

City Hall 
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1908 

Birds Eye View of Gary 
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1905 

North & South Church & School 
46 



1908 Gary North Church Built 

(Photo shows Church in 1940) 47 



Greetings From Gary Minnesota (1908) 
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The Sirjord Sisters, Sonia Vivian & Athea sing 

“Down by the Old Mill Stream”. 
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First Came the 
Warm Up… 

And then came 
a Great 

Performance! 



1910 – 1919 Decade.  In 1910 the Gary Orchestra 

From Left: Miss Parker (Teacher), Albert Brunsberg, 

Supt. Schel, Arne Elleraas, O.J. Glagaas, & Henry Berg 
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1910 

Mercantile Building 51 



1915  

Rishof Owned Gary Meat Market 52 



1915 

Shorty Dekko Pool Hall 53 



1917 Blacksmith Shop 

Louis Bakke 
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Thor Wermager’s Mercantile 

Inside the Store 

(This is located where the Fire Hall now sits) 55 
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The Mercantile after the Fire 
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The Aftermath of the Fire 

Main Street Businesses 
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Dewey Hotel on Fire 
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1917 

Farmers State Bank after the Fire 60 



Thorpe Elevator & 

Product was Saved 

Photo is taken  

after the Fire 
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Gary Creamery 

Saved by 

Buttermilk! 



First Business to open after the Fire of 1917 
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Brunsberg Restaurant 

One of the Temporary Setup Businesses 63 



64 

1917  
After the Fire 

St. Pauli 
Evangelical 

Church 

2011 
Currently the Gary Lutheran Church 
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Norm & Lori Gullingsrud & Team  
sing “ Sea of My Life” 



1920 

1st Avenue East 66 



1920 Gary State Bank  

(Current Standing Bank 1920-2011) 
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1920 Gary Implement Co. 

Owned by Gustov Eeg 
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1920’s Mail Car 

Rudolph Gysland 
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1920’s Men & Tractors 
70 



1920 Crossing Main Street 

A Town Rebuilt 71 
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1925 Eid & Garden Grocers 
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The 
Gunderson  

Sisters… 
 

Maybe 
some of 

them taught 
YOU! 

 
Note the 

Clothing of  
the era. 



Charleston Flappers & Razz a Ma Taz  
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AWESOME 
DANCERS! 

1920’s 



1930’s First State Bank Gary 
76 

1930-1939 Decade following Black Friday Oct. 1929 
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People’s Supply Co. 1st on Left 



1930’s 

Building Highway 32 

Adolph Thronson & Knut Dekko 78 



1935 

Gary Implement 

(Later Became Farmers Union Oil Company) 79 
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Some of us here may remember  or be related to the se people !  
The tractors in the photo depict George Chisholm, dealer of John Deere 
tractors sold the first 5 John Deere tractors to: #1 Jens Andersen driven by 
Clarence Wermager, #2 sold to Ole Lee driven by Leon Lee, #3 sold to Gifford 
Stoen driven by Gilman Gilbertson, #4 belonged to George Chisholm driven by 
Lawrence Wermager, #5 Owned by Oscar Moen driven by John Hamre. 



1939 Outside the Station 

Oscar, Fern, & Doris Thordahl 81 



1936 

50th Celebration Gary Pioneers 
Martin Ysen, Peter Eidorn, Jacob Eid, Olai Lene, Rasmus Molto, & Ole Norby 
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1936 

Addition to 1905 Gary Public School 
83 



1936 Elmer Bjorge 

1st Bus & Bus Driver 84 
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News clip: The band has made great progress during  
the year.  The entire membership numbers nearly  
fifty and they have done well under the leadership  

of Mr. Stanley Anderson.  



1938 

Morris & Gertrude 

Ysen Practicing 
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Stanley Anderson 
1st Band Director 



Shorty Dekko, Ted Rishoff, & Harold Thordahl 
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Jeanne Christensen 
Whitson   
(Piano)  

Candy Christensen 
Robertson  

(Singing & Yodeling) 



1940 Gary Creamery 

Iver Hanson – Butter Maker 
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Donated by Sylvia Sorbo – Sorbo’s & Thordal kids 

Donated by Elwood Narum 

1947 1st GHS Cheerleaders 
Beverly N., Joy A., & Lovilla N. 

1st Cheerleading 
Uniform Donated 

to the Gary 
Alumni Center  

By Bev & Lovilla 
Narum  
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Donated by Lorna Oletzke 
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WE OWE A HUGE DEBT TO ALL 

VETERANS FOR OUR BEING 

HERE IN THE PEACEFUL 

SETTING THAT WE’RE 

ENJOYING TONIGHT.  IN THIS 

TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO 

SERVED OUR COUNTRY, I 

DON’T NEED TO MAKE  

A CASE FOR WHY WE OWE  

OUR VETERANS OUR DEEP 

GRATITUDE FOR THEIR 

SERVICE TO THE UNITED 

STATES AND US, BUT I’D LIKE 

TO REFRESH OUR MEMORIES 

FOR SOME OF THE REASONS 

FOR THIS ACKNOWLEDGMENT.   
 

ELWOOD WAS OUR SPEAKER FOR THE 1940’S AND 

TOOK THIS TIME TO HONOR OUR VETERANS.  HIS 

SPEECH FOLLOWS NEXT DURING THE DISPLAY OF 

MILITARY PHOTOS.  



1918 John Flom WWI  
94 

WORLD WAR 1 HAS BEEN CALLED  

THE WAR TO END ALL WARS,  

THE WAR TO MAKE THE WORLD SAFE FOR 

DEMOCRACY, THE WAR OF THE NATIONS, THE 

FIRST WORLD WAR AND 

THE WORLD WAR.  IT INVOLVED ALL OF THE 

WORLD’S GREAT POWERS OF THE TIME.   

IT STARTED IN 1914 WITH AUSTRO-

HUNGARIAN ACTS, THEN INVOLVED 

GERMANY, RUSSIA  AND  

OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.   

IT WAS IN 1918 THAT THE  

UNITED STATES JOINED WITH  

OTHER EUROPEAN  ALLIES TO CREATE  

A CEASE FIRE AT 11 A.M.  



1918 

Red Cross Day, Gary MN 

Saint Paul Association Naval Band 
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MORE THAN 9 MILLION MILITARY PEOPLE  FROM  ALL SIDES HAD BEEN 

KILLED IN THIS WAR.  OVER 100,000 OF THOSE KILLED WERE 

AMERICANS. OUR COUNTRY, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  

IS CREDITED WITH SUCCESSFUL OFFENSIVES THAT CREATED  

FREEDOM FOR MUCH OF EUROPE.  



1918 GARY MN. 

Red Cross Day Parade . Red Cross Parade Float 
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Note the float is followed by the St. Pauli Marching band and many 
dressed in white in honor of this day. 



1920 Gary MN 

Armistice Day 
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NOVEMBER 11, 1918, LATER BECAME KNOWN AS ARMISTICE DAY.  

Here is Armistice Day being celebrated in Gary in 1920.  

 Note the military uniforms on the right hand lower corner.   

WWI  ALSO LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS IN THE  
HOPE OF PREVENTING ANOTHER CONFLICT OF THIS TYPE.  HOWEVER,  
WE KNOW THAT WASN’T TO BE, BECAUSE THE INSTABILITY CAUSED BY  
WORLD WAR 1 HELPED TO MAKE POSSIBLE THE RISE OF NAZI LEADER  

ADOLF HITLERAND THE BEGINNING OF WORLD WAR 2 IN 1939. 



Palmer Carlsrud 

WWII 

Purple Heart Recipient 
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WORLD WAR II (WWII).  AGAIN 

INVOLVED MOST OF THE WORLD’S 

NATIONS.  IT WAS THE MOST DEADLY 

CONFLICT IN HUMAN HISTORY, WITH 

50 TO 70 MILLION FATALITIES.  

  

JAPAN’S ATTACK OF PEARL HARBOR 

(HAWAII) ON DECEMBER 7, 1941  

DREW THE UNITED STATES TO 

DECLARE WAR ON JAPAN THE NEXT 

DAY.  WITHIN DAYS GERMANY AND 

ITALY DECLARED WAR ON THE  

UNITED STATES.  IT WASN’T UNTIL 

AUGUST 1945 THAT THE ALLIES  

COULD CLAIM TOTAL VICTORY OVER 

THEIR ENEMIES.  IT IS ESTIMATED 

THAT OVER 400,000 AMERICANS 

 WERE KILLED IN WORLD WAR 2. 



Gary MN Legion & 

Legionnaire Original 

Members Post 

505 99 



1958 MN Centennial Parade . Legion & Legionnaires Post 505 in Gary MN 
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WWII WAS FOLLOWED BY THE SUPPORT FOR SOUTH KOREA IN THE 

KOREAN WAR FROM 1950 TO 1953.  WE LOST OVER 50,000 MORE 

AMERICANS IN THIS WAR TO DEFEND SOUTH KOREA’S INDEPENDENCE. 

Marching on 1st Ave. 
in Gary by Creamery  



1958 

Military in Parade 

Minnesota Centennial 101 



1965 

Ron Christensen 

United States Navy 

102 



Chuck C. E. MacCalip 
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“While the spirit of neighborliness was important on the frontier because neighbors were 

so few, it is even more important now because our neighbors are so many.” 

 -Lady Bird Johnson- 104 

1967 Dewey Sandwick , US Air Force  
Buzzy Miller, US Navy 

Pictured with Collette Sandwick in Gary 



Curtis Pontow 
United States Navy1981 
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THAT BRINGS A TOTAL OF OVER 600,000 AMERICANSIN 

JUST THESE WARS WHO MADE THE ULTIMATE 

SACRIFICE - THEIR LIVES - SERVING THEIR COUNTRY, 

THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS AND FUTURE 

GENERATIONS SO WE CAN LIVE IN PEACE & FREEDOM. 

BUT ENOUGH OF THE BRIEF HISTORY OF  

THE MAJOR WARS AND CONFLICTS SINCE WW1,  

AND ENOUGH OF THE STATISTICS OF THE GREAT 

 LOSS OF OUR FELLOW AMERICANS.   

WHAT WAS MEANT BY THIS BACKGROUND OF 

INFORMATION WAS TO REFLECT ON THE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE OF SUPPORTING OUR ALLIES IN THEIR 

QUEST FOR FREEDOM, AND IMPORTANTLY, TO 

PRESERVE FREEDOM FOR YOU, ME AND ALL  

OF US HERE IN AMERICA.   

I DON’T NEED TO REMIND YOU, BUT MOST OF THOSE 

COUNTRIES WHICH WERE OUR ENEMIES ARE NOW  

OUR STRONG ALLIES, SUCH AS GERMANY, ITALY AND 

JAPAN.YOU ALREADY KNEW, I’M SURE, THAT IN EVERY 

INSTANCE, YOUR COUNTRY, THROUGH THE AID OF OUR 

BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN, WERE IN THE BATTLEFIELDS 

AND IN SUPPORT GROUPS TO ENSURE THE  

SAFETY OF ALL OF US.    AND IT WAS DONE AT A  

GREAT SACRIFICE OF LIFE AND DISRUPTION IN THE 

LIVES OF VIRTUALLY EVERY AMERICAN.   
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HERE IN GARY AND IN THE GARY COMMUNITY, 
OUR CITIZENS BRAVELY REPRESENTED US IN 

EVERY ONE OF THESE WARS.  WE SUFFERED THE 
LOSS OF LOVED ONES AND EXPERIENCED  

THE PAIN OF INJURY TO OTHERS.   
YES, GARY MEN AND WOMEN PAID THE PRICE IN 

THE BATTLES FOR FREEDOM.  
IT IS THIS SALUTE TO ALL THE VETERANS,  

NO MATTER WHERE YOU SERVED, OR HOW YOU 
SERVED,THAT WE SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR 

IMPORTANT SERVICE TO BRING PEACE AND 
SECURITY TO OURSHORES AND THOSE  

OF OUR INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS. 
 

MAY YOU ALWAYS BE RECOGNIZED FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TO AMERICA AND THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE. GOD BLESS ESPECIALLY ALL YOU 
VETERANS AND ALL THE MEN AND WOMEN 

PRESENTLY SERVING OUR COUNTRY! 
GOD BLESS AMERICA!   

SINCERELY,  
ELWOOD NARUM, U.S. LEGION POST 505 

GHS CLASS OF 1950 

Diane Swenson 

(Littlefield) 

United States 

Navy1981 



Gary Pop Singers 
Sing Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy 
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Alden Anderson, Director 
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1950 - 1959 



Gary State Bank Float 109 



Gary Creamery Float 
110 



1954 

Band Uniforms  
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In 1952 the school board approved plans for 
another addition. Three county school  

houses had been moved in to accommodate 
some of the grades until the new elementary 

building was completed.  
  

This addition provided 4 grade rooms, a music 
room, shop, Home Economics, and office.   

 
A large and appreciative audience attended 
the exercises held Sunday, May26, 1952 in 
the school auditorium for the dedication of 

our new school addition. 
 

The 50’s were a booming time!   
A new building was slated to be finished in 
1952 and in 1954 GHS received their first  
and only new band uniforms as well as new 

Basketball Uniforms. 



112 

The new addition was 

dedicated  

May 16, 1952   
  

A special meeting of the Board of 

Education, Gary, MN was held in the 

Gary High School on  

March 31, 1952 at 7:30 pm  
Motion was made and carried that 

we re-elect the teachers at the 

following wages:  

Bradford Lantz---3600.00,   Mildred 

Halvorson-----3150.00,      Gordon 

Dobberstein----3200.00,   Robert 

Ramstad--------3200.00,   Eunice 

Fevig---3200.00,   

Myrtle Berggren----3150.00,   Gary 

Woodward----3100.00,   

Mary Gunderson-----2800.00,    

Violet Kundert---2650.00, Dorothy 

Krabbenhoft---2450.00,     

Helen B. Eid----2650.00,   

Clara Kiltie----2650.00,  and Pernell 

Nelson-----2650.00. 
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1954…no dancing 
At GHS 

1956… DANCING 
At Gary High School!! 
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1956 new choir 
robes were 
purchased.   
1958, new 

instruments 
were added to 
the band and 
308 students 

were registered 
at the  

Gary Public 
School  
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  Every noon hour was a chance to go up town via the Gary school corridor alley way to 

up town Gary.  Millie Halvorson taught us---the shortest distance between 2 points is a 

straight line.  I would say to my friends such as Donald Raaen, Ronnie Sirjord, David 

Flom, Bud Shawstad, Dennis Everson, Harley Benson, Donald Gunnufson, Loren 

Davidson and sometimes younger ones like Arvid (Barley) Sather  

and a few older ones like Hiram Sirjord OH YA and Howard Gorder. 

  If you had 25 cent, you were in fine shape, Chewing gum, a penny a pack at the Albert 

& Clara Brunsberg store.  If you were lucky you could gamble on getting a stripped gum 
ball worth a nickel.  That would mean an ice cream cone at Starkey’s.  If you had 

enough time, you could buy reasonable treats at the Narum’s Store  

and Tommy’ Anderson’s Store as well.  It was also a treat to peek in the Pool Hall  

and see NORSKE citizen such as Knute Weberg, Hennie Werpy, Nils Borgen, Warstad 

Brothers engaged in Social hour.    Enough of that! 

  If you can picture Gary in the Fifties going the back alley from east to west. On the 
south side was the backyards of Bob Ramstads, Ray Garden’s, Art Eid’s, Ray Minnie’s, 

Halvor Lee House, Gina Sersland,Gary Hotel and the Haugen House. On the other side 
was Gordy’s (Dobbies House), the Knutson House, The Strand House, Elias Strandlien 

and the North Lutheran Church (now the tennis Court). 

  When you made it up town Gary, turn left south to the Brunsberg Store, back to the 

alley up town on the left was Thordals Garage (Ford Dealer).  The alley way had a deer 

hunting house as a projector place for the Saturday night movies.   
The screen was the back wall of Thordal’s Garage. 

   Maybe someone else can recall better about the main block of Gary, on the south 
side was the Brunsberg Store, Eeg Implement and Hardware—later Airhart Implement, 

than the Thordal Store (used to be Narum’s groceries, the Bank facing west was Lilly 

Hanson’s Variety and Dress Shop, Starkey’s Café, the Gary Pool Hall and Dekko 

Barber Shop and Tommy Anderson’s Store. The North side was west to east the Post 

Office, Porky Knutson’s Café, Legion and the Gary Creamery 

 
  You know the town didn’t seem big to others but for a farm kid from Waukon Township 

it was very big.  For 10 to 25 cents it was a great noon hour well spent,  

chance to get chum gum, pop, ice cream and candy. 

THE GARY ALLEY TO TREATS was a school venture well remembered.      

IT WAS AWESOME!!!!  Ole written for the Tri Festival in Gary 2011 

 



Elvis was in the house…Rockin’ the 50’s! 
Arlene (Olson) Staiger 
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Alden & Shawn 
Swinging to the beat! 

Arlene Coming in  
Out of the rain. 

Pure Gary MN  
Entertainment! 
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We, the class of  ‘64  
dedicate our 1964 Growler to  

Mr. Gordon Dobberstein, who has 
been a great asset to our high 

school faculty as teacher, guidance 
counselor and principal.  He has 

helped us through our high school 
years by setting a fine example of 

friendship and leadership. 

Decade of 1960-1969 

1953 Champs 

Mr. Dobberstein 
served in many 

positions at GHS 
ending his career 

there as a long time 
superintendant  that 
was respected by all. 



1960 Speedway Season Opener 120 



Marvin Andersen, Ed Forsell & Harold Natwick 
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1961 1st Avenue East 

Looking West to East 
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1920’s 1st Ave. E looking W to E 
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Staff  
at  

GHS 
1963 



1964 

GHS Seniors 

 in Stairwell 

124 

1963  

GHS 
Admin 
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Albert & Clara Brunsberg 
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“A machine has value only as it produces more than it consumes –  

so check your value to the community.”   -Martin H. Fischer- 

Teaching in 1931 back right 

Photo 
Written on 
the back is 

“our favorite 
teacher” 
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JFK Assassinated 

The ‘60’s was a decade of 
change all over the world… 

Space 

…but kids continue to grow 
And life continues to happen… 
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Class of 1969 

Class of 1966 

Class of 1965 

On piano 



 

1970 Gary 

State Bank 

Womens 

Softball 

Champions 
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Decade of  
1970 - 1979 



1977-78 

GHS 

Football 

Champions 
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1976  

Farmers Union Float 
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“All the art of living lies in a 

fine mingling of letting go and 

holding on.” 

-Henry Ellis- 

The Tornado 

1978 
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At 3:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
July 5th 1978, without warning, 
a devastating tornado hit the 

sleeping city of Gary. 



Anderson House 133 



Before & After 

Myers House 
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Gary & Kathy Tehennepe’s house 
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136 
Cenex 

Gary From the Air . Tornado of 1978 



Looking North Towards the School  
137 



Natwick House 
138 
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The Ad read like this: 

All those interested in organizing a 

baseball team in Gary are requested 

to meet at the Graphic office on 

Saturday evening, April 7, 1900 at 

8:00p.m. Six years later… In Comes 

“Mr. Baseball”, age 14 in Gary MN… 
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1981 Harold Natwick Retires as Mayor 
141 

1980 - 1989 



1982 Gary Elevator Demolition Scheduled 142 



1982 Womens Softball - Gary 
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147 

Ordell Leines class of 1955  

Pricilla Leines Class of 1960 

Angie Leines Class of 1964 
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1990 – 1999… a Decade of Change 
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1992 Old Gary Post Office Torn Down 
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These changes are big news but it was only the 

beginning of “Retirements” in 1992 



1992 Gary & Twin Valley Schools Merge to become NCE 
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Wow!  Generations of rivalry on the field, in music, in academics and 

more… now we were to merge.  Just think of sitting next to “Twin Valley 

People” and rooting for the same team.  Just think of our kids dating 

their kids… Who would have ever believed it?  … More importantly 

WHO WOULD KEEP THE ROSIN CAN?? 
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 Men’s Championship Basketball Team 

The Gary Bulldogs Men’s BB Team did not go out quietly.   
Each sports team fought hard but none were more successful than 

the Gary bulldogs Men’s Basketball Team of 1992 coached by  
Brad Strand and assistant coach Norm Gullingsrud.  



1992 Accepting the 

Rosin Can Trophy for 

the Last Time: Merlyn 

Meyer  & Brad Strand 
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The Gary Bulldogs did not go 
out quietly.  Each sports team 

fought hard but none were 
more successful than the Gary 

bulldogs Men’s Basketball Team 
of 1992 coached by Brad Strand 

and assistant coach Norm 
Gullingsrud.  Gary faced their 
nemesis Twin Valley one last 

time.  Victoriously the Bulldogs 
ended the 37 year tradition of 
the infamous “Rosin Can”.  Its 
final resting place would be in 

Gary MN.  



1992 Gary Coaches Past & Present 
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As a gesture of 
good will and 

acknowledging  
a lifelong 

friendship with 
Gary, the final 
game of the 
season was 
attended by  

all the former 
Bulldog Coaches.   

This gesture  
was deeply 

appreciated by 
Gary Athletes, 

alumni and fans 
both past & 

present. 
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Gary Bulldog Retired 
156 

By Evelyn “4Sell” Christensen.   

The last and most precious item to be  
retired was the beloved Gary Bulldog.   

Not just a status of a school but of generations  
of students and families proud to be part  

of the Gary Public School tradition.  



1992 Girls Basketball Team 157 



1992 1st NCE Football Team 
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1992 Volleyball Team 
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1992 Gary Public School 
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The Gary Public school became the NCE Elementary and  
Twin Valley became the NCE High School. In the next few years 
a class will graduate that never attended Gary High from K-12 

and they will do great things and bring honor to their towns, their 
schools and their families … just like their ancestors…. 

After all… most of them are related to US in some way…  
how can they fail? 
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2000-2001 

The Beginning of a New Millennium 

 

162 

Gary All-School Reunion June 16th, 2000 
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Reunions: Like Shawn Sirjord Halvorson says… 
“At least I can still fit in my same ear rings”! 
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The Gary Pines have a long and interesting history in Gary.  In the late 1930’s the state of MN 
donated 160 acres of land to Gary.  It was originally a Sahara Desert out there.   

Then they planted and cultivated several varieties of pine trees and by 1942 the area was 
transformed into a flourishing young forest.  But for some reason unexplained,  

the Gary Pines gradually fell victim to public indifference.   
A natural project such as the pines requires constant maintenance to sustain it’s vitality. 
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In 1963, Merlyn 
Meyer took his 7th 
& 8th grade boys to 
the Gary Pines to 
plant 3000 trees.  

 
Again in 1971 

Merlyn took his 8th 
grade class out to 

plant 1500 Norway 
Pines as a  part of 

the continuing 
planting.  

(Pictured Right) 



May 2008 Last Class to Plant at Gary Pines with Merlyn Meyer 
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The new millennium began with life as usual in Gary MN.  Farmers Farmed, kids went to school… 
but as usual the citizens of Gary were busy volunteering.  You saw the hard efforts of our 

fireman and rescue volunteers… but there are a couple more volunteer organizations in our 
town and one is the Gary Community Club. 
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In this decade the Gary Community club continued “as usual” with it’s many events such as 
Santa Claus Days, a Halloween Carnival, Raising funds for the schools and more but they are 

most known for GARY DAYS!  Gary Days is held every year on the 3rd weekend in June.   
It continues to be a success year after year due to the efforts of the  

Gary Community Club as they serve our community…Volunteers Welcome! 
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Another Volunteer Force in Gary is the Gary Lions club.  It got it’s start in 1981 with  
names like Nelson, Dobberstein, Felske, Moen, Thronson, Servine, Engen, Knutson,  

Meyer, Motteberg, Oakland, Noss, Chisholm, Tilleraas, Ramstad, Koski, Garden,  
Bishop, Borstad, Hermanson & Nissen to name a few.  
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1982  

Lions Pig Roast 

Leonard Engen & Berdean Felske 172 



“We cannot always 

build the future 

for our youth,  

but we can build 

our youth for the 

future.” 

 

 -Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt- 
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125th Anniversary Presentation 
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